
1. Start with the State 
Standards

2. Define the specifics of the 
standards

3. Group standards in 
meaningful ways to 
establishes thematic 

overarching understandings 
that shape the unit layout of a 

course

4. Group standards within the 
unit in meaningful ways to 

create multiple learning 
outcomes that build toward 

the overarching understanding 
of the unit

5. Design assessment that 
measures the depth of 

understanding a student 
should have as the unit 

progresses

6. Design instruction to build 
students’ knowledge & skill 
towards the unit learning 

outcomes and assessments

7. Use data from the 
assessment to inform 
additional instruction

8. Repeat the previous two 
steps

9. Take STAAR

Backward Design in Nine
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